
Stephanie Hom
Modern Languages, Literatures and Linguistics
Two Zen monks photograph one another outside of St. Mark’s Basilica in Venice 
and give new meaning to the site sacralization inherent in mass tourism. Dr. 
Stephanie Malia Hom, assistant professor of Italian explores the relationships 
between mass tourism, identity, and landscape in modern Italy in her research. 
She recently was awarded the 2010-2011 Lily Auchincloss Rome Prize in Modern 
Italian Studies from the American Academy in Rome to complete her book 
manuscript, Destination Italy: Tourism, Nation, Place.
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Brad Abbott, Phillip Gutierrez, Patrick Skubic, Michael 
Strauss, Howard Baer, Ronald Kantowski, Chung Kao 
and Kim Milton 
Dodge Department of Physics and Astronomy
In spring 2010, the CERN Large Hadron Collider-- the world’s largest 
machine-- began operating with world record proton-proton collisions at 
7 trillion electron volts. The display shows a record of the creation of a 
charged vector boson in the Atlas detector. The OU High Energy Physics 
group, consisting of four experimentalists and two theorists, is making 
major contributions to the CERN Atlas experiment.

Michael Givel
Political Science 
Givel was the first-ever U.S. Fulbright scholar to teach and research in 
Bhutan, a nation of fewer than 1 million people that has been historically 
closed to outside influence.  Givel, who has researched international 
viewpoints on tobacco use, studied Bhutan’s tobacco control policy. The 
kingdom passed a law in 2004 which prohibited tobacco from being sold 
and smoked in public areas. Givel specifically researched how this ban 
affects the country’s “Gross National Happiness.”  While in Bhutan, the 
parliment of the country used Givel’s monograph to adopt amendments to the 2004 law.
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Sam Huskey
Classics and Letters
Huskey is working with the Iowa Department of Criminal Investigation 
to decipher a text.  He had the Questioned Document Examiner take 
enhanced photographs of the last page of the manuscript to help figure 
out what had been scratched out. Huskey deciphered the text, which 
will be published in the next issue of Textual Cultures. He’s been 
working on transcribing an anonymous commentary found in a 15th 
century Latin manuscript. On the last page, there are four lines of 
script that have been crossed out. Wanting to know what they say, Huskey had them take enhanced 
pictures of the four lines. Using that photograph, he was able to reconstruct the deleted text, which 
is a four-line poem by the scribe, whose name was Tommaso Baldinotti.

Cecil M. Lewis, Jr. 
Anthropology
This photograph was taken on the river Pisqui in the Peruvian Amazon. Lewis’ lab 
involves collecting human biological samples for two projects: 1) a genetic study 
of native Peruvian populations funded by a National Science Foundation CAREER 
grant and 2) a study of microbial communities living within humans funded by a 
grant from the National Institutes of Health.  Photo by Andrew Ozga.
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Jizhong Zhou
Botany and Microbiology 
The team of Zhou, Zhili He, Liyou Wu, Joy D. Van Nostrand and Ye Deng 
received the R&D 100 Award for the development of the GeoChip.  GeoChip, a 
universal, high-throughput metagenomics microarray technology links microbial 
community structure to functions that allows researchers to monitor sudden 
changes associated with bioterror attacks, epidemics or atmospheric changes.  It 
most recently was used in the Gulf of Mexico BP oil spill to detect microbes that 
were consuming spilled crude oil.


